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retirement, she will continue to make a dif-
ference. Ms. Frohlich may be retiring from the
Chamber of Commerce, but she is not retiring
from involvement in the life and growth of the
valley.

Ms. Frohlich has been a distinguished lead-
er, and | ask my colleagues to join me in sa-
luting and honoring her for all of her out-
standing accomplishments.

———

IN HONOR OF DR. RICHARD
ELSTER

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2006

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the tremendous public career of Dr.
Richard Elster who will retire this year from his
post as the Naval Postgraduate School’s pro-
vost and academic dean.

As many of my colleagues know, the Naval
Postgraduate School, NPS, located in Mon-
terey, CA, is this Nation’s premier institution
for graduate level military education and re-
search. While its name points to its origins as
a Navy facility, NPS in fact graduates masters
and Ph.D. candidates from every U.S. military
service and many allied foreign militaries. It
also houses a pioneer program to research
and grant masters degrees in homeland secu-
rity.

Dr. Elster has been associated with NPS
since 1969, when he joined the faculty as an
assistant professor. Since then he has at var-
ious times served at NPS as an associate pro-
fessor, professor, chairman of the Department
of Administrative Sciences, dean of instruction,
and finally the provost and academic dean po-
sition from which he is retiring. In the last 10
years, under Dr. Elster’s tenure in this last po-
sition, NPS has seen a burst of activity, not
only in the areas mentioned above but in
many small ways that make it a key compo-
nent of our Nation’s security. Under Dr.
Elster's leadership, much of the academic
work of NPS students and faculty responds di-
rectly to real world defense mission needs. It's
a marriage of top notch academics and mili-
tary mission that no other institution in the
U.S., or the world for that matter, can dupli-
cate.

Considered on its own, Dr. Elster's aca-
demic career sets a remarkable standard of
achievement. However, interspersed through
his time at NPS, Dr. Elster served in several
high ranking Pentagon positions. Starting in
1975 as a special advisor to the Secretary of
Defense for Manpower and reserve affairs, Dr.
Elster also held positions as the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower,
Acting Assistant Secretary of the Navy for
Manpower and Reserve Affairs, and Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Resource
Management and Support. This record of
service reflects both Dr. Elster's keen intel-
ligence and leadership qualities, but also his
absolute dedication to public service. The
combination of these qualites and his
achievements in national security manage-
ment and in the classroom allow Dr. Elster to
leave more than several lifetimes of achieve-
ment upon his retirement.

Mr. Speaker, it is easy to say that Dr.
Elster’s retirement from NPS will leave a void
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that will be hard to fill. That much is obvious.
What is also apparent to me and many others
is that he has over these past 30 years set so
powerful an example that there are many men
and women in public service today who can fill
that role by virtue of Dr. Elster's example. It is
my privilege to share with Dr. Elster the
thanks of this House on the occasion of this
retirement and to offer him and his family our
best wishes on his life and work to come.

———
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HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise in joyful
remembrance of the life and work of David
“Doovy” Kirschenbaum, an extraordinary man
whose life was dedicated to family, friends and
community. Mr. Kirschenbaum exemplified the
purest meaning of the word “father,” and his
caring, nurturing, dedication and commitment
to others enriched the lives of countless indi-
viduals.

Doovy was a successful attorney and a
staunch advocate for those who could not de-
fend themselves. He built a large law practice
with the daily assistance of members of his
family. As his life touched the lives of more
and more individuals, his influence widened.
His wisdom and advice was soon sought after
by officials from every rank and branch of gov-
ernment. Doovy’s reputation became that of a
kind, wise man, who, with just a twinkling of
his eye could provide down-to-earth, practical
advice. His possessed a philosophic mind, un-
derstood deeply the human condition, and al-
ways communicated great optimism and love.
His commitment to and participation in Cleve-
land’s Jewish community was central to his
passion for social and economic justice.

Doovy pushed himself in all of his endeav-
ors. He was constantly building his physical
strength. He was an excellent skier and golfer,
but a gentle competitor, who understood that
life, like sports, was played not just to win but
for the love of the game. His enthusiasm and
joy for living were contagious. His friendship
was consistently sought after by others, as his
magnetic character easily drew people to him.
His interest in public service led him to an ap-
pointment on the Cleveland Port Authority,
where he presided over the growth of the
great ports along the Great Lakes. His busi-
ness interests also included health care,
where he took pride in helping many families
extend the quality of life of their loved ones in
superior nursing facilities.

Doovy’s greatest achievement in life was al-
ways his family. He was a loving father,
grandfather and great-grandfather, who with
his beloved wife Elise, took great pride in the
lives, growth and accomplishments of each of
their six children. Together, Doovy and Elise
built a family and a life of love that touched
the lives of countless people in numerous and
permanent ways.

When Doovy reached his 70th birthday,
hundreds of his friends traveled to Cleveland
from all around America to celebrate his dia-
mond year. When they entered the
Kirschenbaum home, Doovy presented them
with a small booklet of his philosophical obser-
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vations entitled: “It's Still All About Nothing.”
Today, in honoring his memory, we under-
stand why his life meant everything to so
many people. We know why this wise man,
this advocate of the people, this gentle loving
soul will be missed long into the future, not
only by those in his large, extended family
who shared his life, but by everyone whose
life he ever touched.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honor and remembrance of my dear friend,
David “Doovy” Kirschenbaum. Please also
join me as | offer my deepest condolences to
his wife Elise; to his daughters, Amy, Lynn,
and Jo; to his son Dan; to the memory of his
daughters, Susan and Gail; to his 22 grand-
children; to his 3 great-grandchildren, and to
his extended family members and many
friends. Although he will be greatly missed, his
life was lived with great joy and love that he
freely extended to his family, friends and to
our community. Doovy’s limitless kindness,
generosity, humor and love consistently
framed his life and embraced the lives of oth-
ers, and his spirit live on within the hearts of
his family and friends, today, and for all time,
and he will never be forgotten.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
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Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, | regret that |
was unable to participate in votes on the floor
of the House of Representatives on June 19,
2006. | was absent to attend a Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee hearing in South Dakota. |
submit this statement today to establish for the
record how | would have voted had | been
present for these votes.

On June 19, 2006, the House of Represent-
atives held three votes.

The first vote was on a motion to suspend
the rules and agree to the H.R. 5540, to des-
ignate the Sergeant Jacob Dan Dones Post
Office. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on that question.

The second vote was on motion to suspend
the rules and agree to the H.R. 5504, to des-
ignate the Larry Winn, Jr. Post Office Building.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on that question.

The third vote was on a motion to suspend
the rules and agree to the H. Res. 826, a res-
olution expressing the sense of the House of
Representatives that a National Youth Sports
Week should be established. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on that
question.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ROSITA FERNANDEZ,
SAN ANTONIO’S FIRST LADY OF
SONG

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2006

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Rosita Fernandez, a San An-
tonio icon and a giant in Tejano music, In a
career spanning six decades, she was one of
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